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COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 
WE had only space in our yesterday’s number to give a sketch of the 
plot of Sheridan Knowles’s new Comedy of Old Maids, the title of which, 
by the way, is ingeniously deceptive, merely referring to the prospect of 
two charming young persons being obliged to remain in a state of what is 
laconically termed singleblessedness—a prospect that is not happily realised 
by the event. This Comedy was repeated last evening to a full house, 
with increased favor. For the splendor—the magnificence—of the 
scenery and appointments we cannot iind adequate terms of commendation. 
The elegance and refined taste of the accomplished lessee was never more 
advantageously displayed, not only with reference to the tout ensemble of 
the decorations, but for the studious attention bestowed in the most minute 
details. It were idle, indeed, to dwell on these adjuncts to dramatic re- 
presentations, for the public voice is unanimous in characterizing the Covent 
Garden Management as unrivalled in point of taste. Of the acting, with 
one solitary exception, the most fastidious must speak in terms of warm 
encomium. The character of Thomas Blount, so feebly sustained by Mr. 
George Vandenhoff, afforded him a noble opportunity of recovering his 
lost ground, but he lamentably let slip the favourable chance of achieving 
reputation, by his insipidity and tameness. The most elevating language, 
the most virtuous sentiments in the Play are entrusted to him to spoil in 
the delivery. It is by no means a difficult, though a finely drawn cha- 
racter, and any actor of very moderate ability could secure a fair portion 
of applause. To this extent Mr. Vandenhoff succeeded, but had he done 
full justice to the author, he would, as the hero of the Drama, have stood 
out in triumphant relief, instead of sinking it intoa second or third rate 
part. Some of the most telling passages in the picce were lost to the au- 
dience from the practice of dropping his voice, and his constant habit of 
speaking in a conversational tone what ought to be passionately declaimed. 
It is painful thus to take exception to a gentleman of Mr. Vanden- 
hoff’s known attainments, but we fear he is not destined to occupy a pro- 
minent station on our national boards. MadameVestris and Mrs. Nisbett 
were perfect pictures in their costumes, and their acting was nature itself ; 
easy, unconstrained, and lady-like. The graceful and feminine carriage 
of the gentlewoman did noi become Madame Vestris one iota more than 
the bold and dashing demeanor of the Cavalier. Mrs. Nisbett’s highly 
finished embodiment of LadyAnne was greatly ri lished by the audience. 
Mr. C. Mathews performed Sir Phillip Brilliant, (a character not 
quite suitable to his peculiar talents,) with considerable judgment and care, 
never losing sight of the gentleman amidst the fopperies of fashionable ap- 
parel. Harley’s John Blount was especially humourous ; his constant 
ejaculation, on all subjects, of “If there is one thing more than another 
in which I excel,” was provocative of heartv laughter; he appeared, in- ° 
leed, to have been measured for his part. The smail role of Robert, a 
sort of second hand My Lord Duke's Servant, was allotted to Walter 
Lacy; it was unequal to his talents, but an actor of less pliability would 
perhaps have failed in giving to it that prominence which it obtained in his 
hands. The scenery, by the Grieves, was picturesque and beautiful—the 
country scenes, with their long avenues of trees, were delightful, and in 
every respect worthy the high reputation of these artists. With some 
further curtailment, the Comedy will go off with increased éclat. 
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An alarming occurrence took place at the Victoria Theatre on Tuesday, 
part of the galler y staircase gave way owing tothe great rush made, on the 
opening of “the door s, to procure good places. About 60 persons were 
more or less injured, but fortunately no lives were lost. 

Master Owen.—We have wituessed the performances of this young 

man at the Deptford Theatre, in the several characters of Hamlet, Shy- 
lock, and Richard the Third; and we tender him the most unqualified 
praise for his excellent readings of those masterpicces of the great bard of 
Avon. Not that Master Owen is without faults—we do not say that he 
is; but he is young; and when he arrives at manhood, he will lave rid 
himself of those errors, and become, without doubt, one of the most dis- 
tinguished actors of the day. Such characters are bold attempts for a 
youth of his age, and well he acquitted hinself. Some of his readings in 
the Prince of Denmark were most judicious.—We understand that the 
pretty and accomplished actress, Miss Vivian, is at the above Theatre.— 
Kentish Mercury. Weare extremely sorry to add that on Friday night, 
when the above very talented youth played Jacbeth for his Be snefit, in 
his combat with Mucdu(f; iu the last scene, he received a severe cut upon 
his temple, from the latter’s sword, which we fear will prevent his per- 
forming for some time. 

Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editory of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Eviror.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you excuse 
me—I have to mention that Pve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends 
and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town :— 

Monday, stroll to Mapamr ‘Tussaup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Just “added to her nurivalled collection 
the celebrated Coronation Robes of his late Majesty George 1Vth., which cost the 
enormous sum of 18,00U0/ (embroidered by the Messrs. Holbecks,) which far sur- 
pass in m: 1enificence anything ever worn by a British Monarch—A Room, &c. has 
been fitted up to correspond in splendor. Brave Napier is also to be seen here. 

Tuesday, pop into the Somerset Gallery, 151, Strand, next door to Somer- 
set House, to see a most wonderful Exhibition, The Industrious Fleas. They 
dance, ride, drive a four-in-hand, fight, and in fact do everything in first rate 
style. exciting the admiration of ali present. By the bye, this is Signor Bertolotto’s 
Exhibition, that has been exhibited for the last ‘eight years. 

Wednesday, go to Messrs, Cocks & Co., Musicsellers to the Queen, for Musard’s 
admirable Quadrilles of Napoleon, Polichinelle, Krakoviack, Cent Suisse, Le Ren- 
dez vous de Chasse, Lucrezia de Borgia, La Grande Bretagne, aud get from these 
enterprising gentlemen a list of all “the new works by Lanner, Labitzi cy, Strauss. 
Santos, and Czerny,—it may be had gratis ! 

Thursday, took a peep at the THames TUNNEL, which is now open every day 
from nine o'clock in the morning until dark, (entrance or the Surrey side of the 
river, close to Rotherhithe Church. The Tunnel is brilliantly lighted with gas. 
The foot passengers Shaft at Wapping, 55 feet in diameter, 1s now in progress. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop bute the Harmonic Meeting, held at "Evans's 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, quite delighted with the excellence ot 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. ?. is out of 
town, stay a Rinne and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. Dm always te 
be found on Saturday, at half-past fiv e, at the Convivial Dinner held !-ere. 

Call upon Messrs. ‘Jackson Biock.ey and Co., 96, New Bond Street, near Ox- 
ford-street, tor the new music by J. Blockley, author of § Love not,’ &c.—just pub- 
lished—* Beautiful Spring,’ (ballad,) « Sleep Bal ry sleep,” * Last song of Sappho,’ 
* Love secking a Lodging,’ and purchase likewi ise the favorite duets of * List to the 
Convent Bells,’ ‘The Moorish Evening Drum,’ ‘ Thoughts of Home,’ new edition 
of * My Childhood’s Home,’ ‘ The Flowe* Girl's song,‘ * ‘The Wind ané the Beam. 

Afterwards called at Emmerrr’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker, 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute! also his im- 
proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their 
needles with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

All good spirits come to my Beek,” at his Vr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Conrt, 
Fleet Street,—where you meet excellent company—capital fare at fat pric es—de 
lightful singing— (commences every © vening at a quarter to ning,) cigars, billiards, 
good beds, and an enticing bill of far 

Saturdey, I examine Miss Linwoon’s curious Necdie Work, Leicester Sqnare— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.—- But I intrude —beg par uo 


Your's, &e--PAUL PRY. 





























SRY Ae 








Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, (3rd Time) a New Comedy, in Five Acts, hy JAMES 
SHERIDAN KNOWLES, eutitled 


The SCENERY by the Messrs. GRIEVE. 
The Decorations and Appointments by Mr. W. BRADWELL 
The Dresses by Mesdames GLOVER and RAYNER. 
Sir Philip Brilliant, Mr CHARLES MATHEWS. 
Master Blount, Mr F. MATTHEWS, 














SE ce eke. aden ene Mr HARLEY, 
Thomas Blount, MrG. VANDiXNHOFFP, 
rere eee eee ee ~Mr WALTER LACY, 


Stephen, Mr W.H. PAYNE, 
Jacob, Mr WIGAN, Bernard, Mr AYLIFFE, 
Harris, Mr HONNER, 
William, Mr KERRIDGE, Peter, Mr COLLETT, 
Lady Blanche, Madame VESTRIS, 


Lay BM. 0 nikkgedtedncees Mrs NISBETT, 
Mistress Blount, Mrs W. WEST, 
Charlotte, Mrs HUMBY, Jane, Miss LEE, 





To conclude with, the Opera (in Three Acts) of 


FRA-DIA VOLO 


Or, The Inn of Terracina. 
With the whole of the Music, Composed by Auber. 
i SUN, noo ox cad awe ae Mr W. HARRISON 
Lord Alicash, Mr HORNCASTLE, 
Lorenzo ....e..++-e0ee Mr CLEMENT WHITE, 





eer re eoee Mr. SMITH, 
Beppo, Mr J. BLAND, 
GinCOMOscecsccecrecrces -»-Mr REYNOLDSON, 
Francesco, Mr GARDINER, 
First Carbinier .....+.+..6. -. Mr COLLETT, 
Second Carbinier, Mr CONNELL, 
Third Gartiniet «csc vss saccdivcnas Mr HODGES 
Lady Allcash, Miss GRANT, 
Zerlina .seeeeeeerers . Miss RAINFORTH. 
Te-norrow, (4t Tir me) a th ow Comedy, entitled Old Maids, and Hans 
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Theatre Royal, English Opera. 


THIS EVENING, 


PROMENADE 
CONCERTS. 


Conductor,M.MUSARD 


Leader, M. TOLBECQUE. 
Nolo Performers—Messrs. M. Deloffre, Patey, Pilet, Howell, Collinet, 
Barrett, Baumann, Lazarus, Jarrett, Laurent, Jun., Muller, &c. 


PROGRAMME. 
PART I. | 
Overture .. Roberto d’Evereux .. Donnizetti 


Waltz .. Elektrische Funken (Electrical Sparks) .. 
Strauss. 


Andante de Ja Symphoine en la (in A) .. Beethoven 
Quadrille .. Des Diamars de Ja Couronne ..™Musard 
Overture os eo Zampa “s Herold 


Solo, Horn, Mr. Jarrett. 
Quadrille, TheSepor « Beethoven 


MUSARD. 


PART Il. | 
Second Grand Fantasia from the Opera of ‘ Lucia di 
Lamermoor,’ - ue Donnizetti 
Cornet a Pistons Obligato, Mr. LA URENT, Jun. . 


Quadrille .... Ia Chasse acourre .... Musard 

With Solos Clarionet, Flageolet, Cornet a Pistons, Trombone, 

Ophycleide and Trumpet, M. M.Lazarus, Collinet, Laurent,Jun. 
Mason, Prospere and Muller. 


Solo, Violoncello, Mons. Pilet. | 
Quadrille .... Les Soirees du Ranelagh .. Musard 
Introduction, et valse favorite de ‘ Giselle.’ A.Adam 
Uverture  .. Il Barbiere di Seviglia .° Rossini 






































Admission, One Shilling, 


ioors Open at Half-past Seven, the Concert commences at Eight and 
ter ‘minates at Eleven. 





l’vinted and Published, every Morning, hy E. & J. Tuomas, 26, Russell Conrt, 
Brydges-st., Covent Garden,—Ali Letters to be post paid.— Printing in General 
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